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Abstract

In the contemporary era of expanding globalization, the international relationships
has become closer and closer. However, in 2016, anti-globalism movement have
appeared in some countries. Far-right political parties has been strongly supported by
some people in many parts of the world. We can see it from the prospective withdrawal
of the UK from the EU, or success of Donald Trump in 2016’s presidential election.

The world has become polarized in this few years. As Benedict Anderson notes that
the nation is an imagined political community, it seems that nationalism is being
strengthened by ‘we-ness’ which people can imagine their self as a part of the same
‘nation’ while eliminating ‘others’ as people not include in the “we-ness”. For example,
shortly after taking office as president, Trump put out a presidential decree that
temporarily prohibits entrants from seven Islamic countries.  For the decree, many
people could not enter the U.S. even if they have visa or rights of permanent residence.
In this case, we can see that people are divided into two; ‘we’, American or ‘others’, Islam.
In this paper, I explore how the ‘we-ness’ has changed with the invention of social media
in the twenty-first century. My conclusion is as follows.

First, social media has spread information that is not based on the fact by the
phenomena such as Filter Bubble and Cyber Cascade. At the last presidential election,
Obama used social media as a communication tool to expand the social movements, but
this time, Trump made use of social media as a means of biasing American citizens.
Trump has posted information without foundation on social media, as it is called as the
age of Post-truth. A lie which Trump has made is spread to a large number of voters
through Twitter and Facebook.  Because of the Filter Bubble, voters were exposed to

lie and fake news, and it led people to hold the ‘we-ness’ stronger.
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Second, social media created a new ‘we-ness’ that is emotionally connected. Thanks
to the social media, people who has the same political view can make a private
community on social media and it caused expanding of nationalism. In the 1970s,
Anderson mentioned ‘official nationalism’. It was the nationalism formed by the
people in power. People are born as the same human being and become “citizens” by
following the nationalism created by the printed capitalism published by the people in
power. However, in the twenty-first century, a new type of nationalism was created by
social media. It was nationalism formed only by emotional feelings, regardless of
power or citizen. This new type of nationalism, which could be said as ‘emotional
nationalism’ took place. The root of ‘emotional nationalism’ is often violent hatred,
and there is no ideology of ‘us’, such as religious or political ideal. ~ Due to ‘emotional
nationalism’, the difference between conservatives and liberalism, which existed in the
first place, was revealed. In other words, in the presidential election in 2016, citizens
were divided into two: those who accept ‘we’ advocated by Trump or those who do not
accept it.

Third, the internet space, which should be democratic, is used as a propaganda tool

for the power. Originally, social media is a free speech space that anyone can be a
reporter. Because of this characteristics, social media was expected to become a force
against the power for the people, but when it is used by the power side, it becomes a force
to mislead the people. Seen in this light, social media is a threat to democracy.

Thus, I consider that in the twenty-first century, new type of nationalism called

‘emotional nationalism’ is created by social media. ‘Emotional nationalism’ divided
people into ‘we’ and ‘others’. If this continues, social media will take on the role of

propaganda and be an enemy of democracy. In light of this situation, what we have to

27



do now is educational reform so that young generations will not be swayed by ‘emotional
nationalism’. Because social media is a place where anyone can be connected, we must

control our own world with our own will.
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